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municipal and provincial government. On this latter head Albornoz
shows a determination that the municipality, •whether in the form of
despotism or republic, should not once again emancipate itself frcm the
central authority, nor the city develop into a state at the expense of its
weaker neighbours. Here by the papacy, as elsewhere by the emperors,
an honest attempt is made to lift the administration above faction. The
podesta and all other municipal officials are stringently orbidden frcm
taking, according to previous custom, an oath of loyalty to the Guelfic
or Ghibelline party which happened to be predominant. A remarkable
and recurring feature in the code is the prohibition of any pecuniary
composition for murder; such composition, even when accepted by the
officers of the law, is regarded as giving the offender no protection. To the
present day the' high stomach ' of the dwellers by the Adriatic proves how
necessary were the cardinal's precautions. Albornoz was himself a lawyer,
and to the layman the elaborate scale of fees authorised by his regulations
seems a serious obstacle to their efficiency. E. AKMSTBONG.

NouvellesBecherches Critiques svrlesBelationsPolitiquAS de la France avec
l'AUemagnedel&I8 a 1161. ParALFBEDLEEOUI. (Paris: E.Bouillon.
1892.)

IN t.Tiig second instalment of his extremely thorough and suggestive studies
on the relations of France and Germany in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries M. Leroux gives us the results of many months' fruitful re-
searches in the archives of Vienna, Munich, and other German cities, and
indicates their bearing upon the investigations of other workers in the
same field. It is the only work known to us which supplies a good general
clue to the main threads of West European policy during the years it
covers. The subject is a complicated one, since it is involved with the
hundred years' war, the great schism, and the French claims in Italy ;
but the main interest is skilfully concentrated on the frontier questions
between the two countries in the new shape given to them by the efforts
of the dukes of Burgundy to erect a middle kingdom in the borderland.
M. Leroux denies, perhaps rightly, that Charles VII had any idea, such
as was not unfrequently attributed to him by contemporaries, of securing
the Rhine frontier. But the evidence he adduces for the conclusion of a
treaty between Philippe le Bel and Albert of Austria in 1299, definitely
adopting the line of ttm Mouse as the boundary, seems open to question.
M. Longnon, whom he quotes in corroboration, certainly goes no further
than to assort that the Meuse was an ideal frontier, which it was the object
of the French kings to convert into a real one. And even if it had been
recognised as an absolute line of division would that have given Verdun
to France ? (p. 75). The itmin thesis of the book is that the Swiss expedi-
tion of the dauphin in 1444 was not an attempt to secure the Rhine
frontier, a3 some thought at the time and Janssen has recently maintained,
nor a mere diversion to get rid of the icorcheurs after the truce with
England, which is the view of M. Tuetey, nor a combination of the two,
as Beaucourt supposes, but part of a scheme to foil Philip of Burgundy's
attempt to link together his two isolated masses of territory, by restoring
the ancient limits of the duchy of Lorraine in favour of Rene of Anjou. In
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this view tbe Swiss expedition was chiefly intended to cover the siege of
Metz. There is no positive evidence for it, as M. Leroux admits, nor does
it square with tho dauphin'9 language after the battle of St. Jacques, so
that for tho present it remains an hypothesis and no more. But it may be
the right solution for all that.

Upon the emperor Sigismnnd's well-founded jealousy of the growth
of the Burgundian power M. Leroux throws a good deal of light, and it
would be unfair to lay too much stress on the mistakes he makes in chap.
x., written before LSher's memoir, ' Konig Sigmund und Herzog Philipp
von Burgund' (1866), came under his notice. Sigismund's successor was
less careful of the rights of the empire, and one of the most interesting
episodes in these researches contains a detailed account of Philip's ne-
gotiations with Frederick in 1446-7 with a view-to the establishment of a
kingdom of Burgundy. The English student will be. curious to see what
view M. Leroux takes of the motives which prompted Sigismund, who
two years before had formed an alliance with Charles VI against the duke
of Burgundy, to enter suddenly into the offensive treaty of Canter-
bury of August 1410 with Charles's foe and Burgundy's ally, Henry V of
England. With M. Caro he rejects, and we think rightly, Lena's theory
of a long premeditation, but, unlike the former, he considers that Sigis-
mund only signed the treaty as a means of smoothing the course of the
council of Constance, whose success he had so much at heart, and had no
intention of deviating from the policy he had already hud down for him-
self towards France and Burgundy—an explanation which the emperor's
subsequent conduct renders very probable indeed. Many other interesting
questions are raised in these pages, but to discuss them fully would require
a volume. JAMES TAIT.

Expeditions to Prussia and the Holy Land made by Henry, Earl of
Derby, 1890-1 and 1892-8; being the Accounts of hit Treasurer.
Edited from the Originals by LUCY TOULMIN SMITH ; with Introduction,
Notes, and Indices. (London: printed for the Camden Society.
1894.)

Bechnungen uber Hemrich von Derby's Preussenfahrten, 1890-1 und
1892. Herausgegeben von Dr. HANS PBUTZ. (Publication dea Vereins
fur die Geschichte der Provinzen Ost- und West-Preussen.) (Leipzig:
Duncker & Humbloi 1893.)

THE accounts of Bichard Kingston, archdeacon of Hereford and treasurer
of Henry, earl of Derby, during the two ' crusading' expeditions which
that adventurous earl undertook in the days of adversity that succeeded
the fall of the rule of the lords appellant, have long been known and used
by a limited number cf historians. It is somewhat unjust to earner
writers, especially to Mrs. Everett Green, who made a most careful use of
them in her admirable ' lives of the Princesses,' published between 1849
and 1855, and also to these even earlier, like Endell Tyler (1888) and
Beltz (1841), who utilised them to a more limited extent, to speak of these
documents, as Professor Prutz does, as first ' discovered' in 1856 by the
late Dr. Pauli. But our debt cf gratitude to Dr. Pauli is very great in
the matter, inasmnch as he not only projected an edition of the manuscript
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